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to my home.
The night is dark and my heart is fearful—yet I will take up the lamp, open my gates and
bow to him my welcome. It is thy messenger who stands at my door.
1 will worship him with folded hands, and with tears. I will worship him placing at his
feet the treasure of my heart.
He will go back with his errand done, leaving a dark shadow on my morning; and in my
desolate home only my forlorn self will remain as my last offering to thee.
o,
At this time of my parting, wish me good luck, my friends: The sky is flushed with the
dawn and my path lies beautiful.
Ask not what I have with me to take there. I start on my journey with empty hands and
expectant heart.
I shall put on my wedding garland. Mine is not the red-brown dress of the traveller, and
though there are dangers on the way I have no fear in my mind.
The evening star will come out when my voyage is done and the plaintive notes of twi-
light melodies be struck up from the King’s gateway.
103.
In one salutation to thee, my God, let all my senses spread out and touch this world at
thy feet.
Like a rain-cloud of July hung low with its burden of unfallen showers let all my mind
bend down at thy door in one salutation to thee.
Let all my songs gather together their diverse strains into a single current and flow to a
sea of silence in one salutation to thee.
Like a flock of homesick cranes flying night and day back to their mountain nests let all
my life take its voyage to its eternal home in one salutation to thee.
(Rabindranath Tagore: from the volume of poems called Gitanjali. London, 1913).

IV  (2) Warner’s Letter

Dear Kamako Sama.

Your cousin Mr. Yasugi has been most friendly in resuming an old friendship and coming
occasionally to see me for a talk. He tells me about you and something about the problems
of my dear Okakura family.

He has told me of your intention to give me the valuable present of a painting by Hashi-
moto Gaho Sensei — whom I remember well and at whose house 1 stayed for a fortnight
in Tokyo.

It is difficult for me to know what to say to you. Naturally I feel that it is not proper
for me to rob Japan of her treasures which it is my duty to help treasure. Also I can not
feel that you personally should be derived of a momento of your father.

Whatever decision you make, please understand that I deeply appreciate your generosity
and your thoughtfulness. As you well know I can not claim to be a real pupil of Tensin
Sensei. Because I am a foreigner and am not a painter. However, I deeply cherish his
memory and am convinced that his fame-------- (UUATRx=X)
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The way of the holy man is to forward, not oppose,
m 2 Maha-Sudassana Suttanta

How fugitive are all component things! Growth is their very nature, and decay. They are
produced, they are dissolved again. To bring them to subjection ; that is bliss.
(Maha-Sudassana Suttanta: tr. Rhys Davids).

Maha Govinda Suttanta

“I ask the Brahma, Eternal Youth, Him past all doubt, I, doubting, ask anent. The things
that others also fain would know. Wherein proficient, in what method trained. Can mortal
reach the immortal world of Brahma.

He among men, O Brahmin, who eschews All claim of “me” and “mine”; he in whom
thought. In lonely calm aspires, in pity burns. Loathing all foul things, wrapt in purity.
Herein proficient, in such matter trained Mortal can reach the immortal realm.

King Ranu, and my lord, thee I beseech, Do thou thyself take thought for this thy realm !
I care no longer for my ministry.

If for thy pleasures aught there lacketh yet Ill make it good. If any injure thee, Them Il
restrain, war-lord and land-lord I. Thou art my father; lo, I am thy son. Abide with us, Gov-
inda, leave us not.

Naught lack I for my pleasures, nor is there One who doth injure me. But I have heard
A Voice unearthly; and Earth holds me not.

What like is this Unearthly? What said He To thee that, having heard, thou wilt straight-
way Forsake our house and us and all the world?

Ere T had passed that holy hour my care Was for due altar-rites. The sacred fire I kindled,
strewn about with kusa grass. But lo! Brahma I saw, from Brahma’s heaven Eternal god. I
asked. He made reply. 1 heard ; and irksome grew my home to me.

Lo, I believe the words that thou hast said, Govinda. Having heard the unearthly Voice
How could it be that thou should’st not obey. Thee will we follow after. Be our Guide, Qur
Teacher. Like to gems of purest ray, Free of all spot, translucent, without flaw So may we
live according to thy word.

(Maha-Govinda Suttanta : tr. Rhys Davids).

m (3) Gitanjali

1.
Thou hast made me endless, such is thy pleasure. This frail vessel thou emptiest again and
again, and fillest it over with fresh life.
This little flute of a reed thou hast carried over hills and dales, and hast breathed through
it melodies eternally new.
At the immortal touch of thy hands my little heart loses its limits in joy and gives birth
to utterance ineffable.
Thy infinite gifts come to me only on these very small hands of mine. Ages pass, and still
thou pourest, and still there is room to fill.
86.
Death, thy servant, is at my door. He has crossed the unknown sea and brought thy call
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Of youthful leaves.

"Tis the World

Which the Buddha never forsook.
"Tis the Buddha

Whom the World ever forsook.
Om to the Light of Sadness!
Om to the Darkness of Love!

If Autumn comes

Let me be a cricket
And talk with the moon
Among the stones

Of the great great wall.

"Tis the World

Which the Buddha never forsook.
"Tis the Buddha

Whom the World ever forsook.
Om to the Light of Sadness!
Om to the Darkness of Love!

The smoke of Winter

Gathers among the burning ghats,
Let me sleep

Awake me not.

"Tis the World
Which the Buddha never forsook.
"Tis the Buddha
Whom the World ever forsook.
Om to the Light of Sadness!
Om to the Darkness of Love!
Okakura Kakuzo
Written in China
on the top of the Great Wall.

m (1) Lao-tze; from the tao-te-king

Heaven endures and Eearth is lasting. And why can Heaven and Earth endure and last?
Because they do not live for themselves, On that account can they endure.

The holy man treats himself as though he were another; and get he is himself preserved.
Is it not because he does not seek his own? For that reason he accomplishes his own.

Streams and seas are kings of the myriad valleys because they lie below them.

The holy man desiring rule over men, places himself beneath them. Thus he dwells above,
but the people are not burdened. Because he yields, others yield to him.

The holy man meets good with goodness. The bad he also meets with goodness, Thus he
establishes goodness. The sincere he meets with sincerity, The insincere he also meets with
sincerity, Thus he establishes sincerity.

The holy man has not a narrow heart. The myriad families heart he makes his heart. He
treats them all as children. Among men he rejects no one. Among things he rejects nothing.
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sure. What we want now is silk wrappings, the objects are housed but not clothed. Thus we
have ventured to call upon your needles and silks. But please remember that this gathering
is not merely te sew. The Museum authorities would have gladly furnished us with the ma-
terials and the hands of seamstresses. What emboldened us to ask the services of your noble
fingers was to request you to join in the veneration of art. We wish you not only to clothe
the objects with silk but with your sympathy. The thread is with us a symbol of affection,
that which unites heart with heart. The Chinese ideograph for sewing is a meeting thread.
Affection meets in order to complete the garb of humanity. It is through sympathy alone
that you can comprehend the beautiful. Art is a communion of minds with minds. A great
work of art refuses to impart its story to impatient unsympathetic ears. We must even ask
you to be more lenient to Eastern art as our masters recite the tale of strange lands in a
language different from that of your own masters.

Ladies. one of the treasures will be entrusted to each one of you and we hope that it may
be your pleasure to come here once every week or fortnightly and continue to make their
coverlets. While you are working you will have the rare opportunity of becoming intimate
with the object under your care. My friends here and myself will be much honored if we
can in any way assist you in introducing to you the meaning of these objects.

Sometimes we shall have talks on history, mythology, religion, poetry, dramma, custom and
all those things which make the background for these master-pieces.

We have thought, however, that it would be better to create a congenial atmosphere for
this circle by having flowers arranged and tea served according to our customs, or these also
belong to art accomplishments and represent the ideals of the Eastern life which its art is the
jewel.

I have a secret hope that such gatherings as those may be the beginning of the resurrec-
tion of the worship of art, so long neglected through the rush of modern social life. We are
losing religion because we have no time to meditate, we are losing art because we have no
time to contemplate. We have forgotten that in peace alone we could invoke the Pure, that
it is in tranquility that we could approach the Beautiful.

In this age of hasty classification we are apt to think that we have exhausted a subject by
simply labelling it. In the name of the so-called science we rob art of its poetry to make it a
branch of ethnology. In the name of evolution we hustle through history and lose the indi-
vidual in the species. We forget that the age belongs to the great master as much as he
belongs to the age. We botanize instead of dwelling on the unconsciousness of the flower.
We miss the wonderous beauty of the night in attempting to read the heavens. The sense of
proportion of things become confused in this telescopic view of the universe. We make our-
selves so large as to belittle the ancients. We criticise where we ought to understand. We
flirt with art instead of worshipping it. It is an immense pity that so much of the deepest
feelings of mankind should be wasted in the light jargon of the studio-talks.

Ladies, I know that this appeal to you will not be in vain. It is meet that in this city of
Emerson and Longfellow you should set the personal example of venerating the Beautiful.
Let us begin to-day by paying our homage to the greatness of the Past.

I fervently hope that the matter will not end here but that you shall carry the message
among your sisters and friends and make this world of woes and worries something more
humane.

o 4 THE GREAT WALL OF CHINA

If it be Spring

Let me be a flower.

If Summer, a cuckoo,
To wander in the dreams
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in our gratitude. Your sisters in far Eastern lands, their hearts will flower with joy when they
learn how readily the call of their ancestral art has been answered by you who so eminently
represent the refinement of the West. [ thank you in the name of Eastern art and of Eastern
people.

Permit me to lay before you the nature of our request. Your Museum possesses the largest
single collection of Oriental Art objects in the world. Very many of them are of the highest
order. It has been the delight and privilege of my colleagues, Messrs. Rokkaku and Okabe,
and myself to study and catalogue them. Our tasks are not ended for we are discovering
every day some fine things stored away in boxes unopened for years. We have no doubt that
with due selection and timely acquisitions the collection will in time become the foremost in
the world for Oriental art. We now stand easily at the head in America and Europe. But. I
am sorry to say there is a but, the collections have lacked the delicate care which only sym-
pathetic appreciation can give. Art wants not administration but adoration. Hence our appeal
to-day.

I do not want to be understood that hitherto there has been a neglect on the part of the
museum authorities in the care taking of the collection. On the contrary everything seems to
have been done for its welfare that was possible under the circumstances. But the circum-
stances were much against it. In the first place the objects themselves were old and fragile.
They had to undergo a long sea voyage and that frightful journey across the continent. Then
there is our good friend the custom house officer who unpacks but never repacks. If the
things survive all these and arrive in Boston safely, they have to be stored under an entirely
novel condition from that of China or Japan. The climate was different, the temperature of
the room was not the same, the dust of your great city assailed them. The exigencies of a
storage of a modern museum imposes new methods of handling them. The lack of experts
on hand ready to repair the damages in the first instance lead to further injuries. The result
was that we have found many of the finest specimens in a state of disintegration, torn or
broken, and mostly bereft of the original cases and wrappings in which they came. It is a
poor consolation for us to think that worse things have happend and are happening in other
Western museums and collections than ours.

At home these objects were treated quite differently. In the good old days before the open-
ing up of Japan, (an event which caused such social and economic convulsions as to allow
these treasures ever to leave our shores), and even to-day among our true art-lovers they
were waited upon with a respect almost amounting to worship. To us the owner of a rare
work of art is its custodian and servant, not its master. It was Kobori-Enshiu, the great con-
noisseur of the early seventeenth century, himself a daimyo, who said “approach a master-
piece as you would enter into the presence of a powerful prince” The highest personage in
our realm who is forbidden by strict etiquette to lower his head to mortals and even to some
Gods, bowed to a picture in the tea-ceremony. Princesses vied with each other in making silk
coverings for a vase or a kakemono. Am important piece will be first enshrined in its silk
coverlet, and encased in double boxes at least. Sometimes you have to open five layers of
boxes before you reach, in the holy of holies, the object itself. Each box will bear the date
and signature of the happy possessor of some celebrated artist of the time. Each case
is, as it were the altars at which successive generations of art worshippers have burnt their
sacrifices.

You will not be surprised therefore, that we feel somewhat depressed to find these cherished
objects brutally handled and broken, robbed of their garments and home, and of the tender
attentions they were entitled to before. It seems to us as if some delicate strangers were
suddenly wrecked on a barren coast and were at the mercy of storms and cold. I who have
basked in the warmth of your invariable hospitality must die of shame to continue doing so
while our old masters are in such distress.

I am glad to inform you that conditions are altering for the better. Within the last year
Mr. Rokkaku and Mr. Okabe have been at their work of repair. Most of the things have
been stored and cleaned. Suitable boxes are being made to keep them from dust and expo-
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the brightness of the Fire-God, Fudo. Blasted is he who respects not the Yamabushi! Per-
haps thou mayest have heard that the Great Eastern Temple of Nara has been burnt by the
Heike. 1 with my comrade monks here, have received the order of our abbot to raise the
funds on the northern coast to reestablish the temple. Herewith hearken to the appeal of
our holy abbot, and out of his travelling case, he produced a roll and out of it, he unprompted
read an address.

“The Spring Moon of the great Benefactor, the Original Teacher has been long lost in
the darkness of desires. The long dream of the long night of Life and Death remained un-
surprised. There was a Mikado who bereft of his beloved queen, became unconsolable and
for her sake made the colossal Roshana Buddha of Nara, that others also shall know the
Buddha. Again this temple suffered destruction, and I, Shunjobo Chogen, appeal to the
country for its reerection. Those who contribute one piece of straw, one block of wood, shall
attain in this life felicity and in the future, Nirvana!”

Togashi heard this awe and respect, himself made an offering and allowed the monks to
go.

“Stop, Courier” shout the guards, “He is Lord Yoshitsune”, cries they. Their long bows
are drawn, a screen of bristling halberds surround him. The Yamabushi return to the side
of their lord. Yet Benkei stays their hands awhile. “Who says”, quote he, “that our courrier
is like Yoshitsune! A laggard he is, therefore has he drawn suspicions on himself! An
useless wretch, who groans under a small burden, I have hated him since the day I took
himself into server. If it were not for him, today the Sun is high enough for us to have
reached the country of Noto”. And with wrath, he raised his pilgrims staff and smote the
courier to the ground.

The knight of Togashi silently watched. He saw a light in Benkei eyes and sighed un-
awares. For hard was a knight lot when he must beat his lord. Of his duty he thought
not less but of humanity more. For that blow of Benkei (to Yoshitsune), he will also give
a blow (to himself). Of his castles and family name he determined to sacrifice an offering
to the disguised Yamabushi. “Sir Monk” said he “your courier is free!”

Far from the fortress of Ataka they went that day. Safe at last from danger. The fugi-
tives rested under a tree. Said Benkei, “The world has grown old and infirm yet the Sun
and the Moon has not yet fallen from the sky. Let my arm be withered, the arm that struck
my lord”. And Benkei wept the weep of his life one who never shed tear.

Yoshitsune gently took Benkei’s hand in his own. “It is not thy hand who smote me but
the hand of my ancestor the war-god Hachiman who guided it. Be at ease”. The knights
wailed.

Over the precipitous rocks of Hiyodori have they rushed their steeds, over the stormy bil-
lows of Yashima they have fought for victory. Three years their pillows were the long sleeves
of their armor. Hardships they have known but none like this that befall them that day.

o (1) Talk given to ladies who assisted in the work of the
hinese and Japanese Department

on

December 18, 1905.

Ladies, you have laid us under a deep obligation by your sweet acceptance of our invita-
tion to assist in the work of the Chinese Japanese Department.

1 regret more than ever that my imperfect command of your language prevents me from
rendering my sentiments in the matter, for it is not only we, the humble members of the
Department, who are grateful, but I am sure that the spirits of our old masters join with us
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I (2) Ataka

The legend of Ataka is one of the episodes connected with the life of Yoshitsune. The hero,
after winning his victories over the Heike, is stationed for a time in Kioto, to rule that
part of the country as a viceroy of his brother Yoritomo who live in Kamakura. The latter
begins to grow jealous of Yoshitsune for his power and popularity. Goaded to implacable
hatred by the misrepresentations of Yoshitsune’s conduct, which makes him a rival to the
Kamakura Shogunate, Yoritomo sends knights to slay him, but such attempts being unsuccess-
ful, he sends an army to attack him. Yoshitsune, being unwilling to fight his elder brother,
leaves Kioto with a handful of his faithful knights, and seeks refuge in various parts of the
country, to wait for the wrath of his brother to subside. Now begins his search for refuge
in the monasteries of Yoshino, where he is betrayed by the monks, and only escapes by the
loyalty of his knight Tadanobu, who wearing the armor of Yoshitsune, stays behind to
wait the onslaught of the enemy, while his lord saves himself. Again Yoshitsune crosses
the inland sea to obtain succor from the friendly knights of Shikoku, but a tempest rises
wherein the spirits of the dead warriors of Heike appear on the crests of the waves to seek
their vengeance, and he is barely allowed to reach the shore. After this he attempts to reach
Mutsu where he lived in his youth under the protection of the great Lord Hidehira. But all
the highways of Japan are closed against him and his little band of twelve knights, whom Benkei
is the leader, assume the garb of Yamabushi (literally the mountain knight) or the armed
monks, in order to avoid detection, and choose to go to Mutsu by the northern coast route
through Echizen and Kaga. Ataka is a new fortress on the border of Echizen and Kaga,
established by Yoritomo to intercept his brother’s passage, and the knight Togashi of Kaga
is stationed there with strict orders to arrest him.

The travellers robes on wich the pilgrim bell tinkles are wet with dew. It was april as
they left the capital of flowers. Sad was their array, — how different when they last left it
to chase the Heike with their neighing steeds and clash of arms! Twelve sombre shadows
greet the the moon, as she silently loses herself in the mist of the Biwa lake. Down by the
dark glens of Tbuki mountain, on the beach of Kaidzu they went their way.

Said Benkei to his comrades, “Methinks, I heard a passer-by who said that the new fortress
of Ataka erected yonder, is made specially to intercept the advance of our Lord. What coun-
sels you, brethren ?”

“Break the gates, trample the guards and pass on”. Said one and all. Benkei said. “It is
not wise to use valour. Easy it may be to charge through this camp alone, but what if the
alarm was raised and we had to face fortress after fortress, army after army. My plan is to
dissemble for our task is now not to endanger our lord, for we must await the time when
Yoritomo be cured of his anger toward his brother. And for that we would not wait in
vain, for, brothers are two branches of the same willow tree, whose threadlike branches at
last must be entwined. What I propose is this that, our lord should take off the Yamabushi’s
robe, and be altered as a simple courier, to hide his face with the wide brimmed hat, lean
on his staff as to appear tired by journey, and to follow us at a distance. What command
thee, my lord ?” said he to Yoshitsune. Yoshitsune said “Do as thou wilt, Benkei”.

The gate is approached, the Kaga guards spring to arms, quote Togashi “Stop sir monks,
never shall you cross this barrier. A firm order have I recived from Kamakura to intercept
Lord Yoshitsune who travels northward disguised a Yamabushi”.

Said Benkei, “the order may be for disguised Yamabushi but why for real ones”?

Said Togashi, Stay thy useless arguments, yesterday I have beheaded three Yamabushis”.

“Alas for thy sake!” said Benkei, “Alas that thy misguided zeal shall trespass on the path
of holiness. Knowest thee not that the Yamabushi are sacred! Of the sect of Yenno
Upasika are we. In our straw-sandal are the mandara of Kongo and Taizo. In our swords,
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a youth, — a spring of manhood unhardened and hair.

Kumagaye sighed as he asked. “Please, Sir Knight, what be your name?”

The young Kinght underneath him, kept still a movement and then said, “Often have I
heard that Kumagae of Musashi, was a fair Knight, renowned in peace and great in war.
Of the courtesies of war I kow but little, far less than he. But what I learned as the etiquetts
of war is that each knight should ride in front of the battle array and shout out their names,
their ancestors and the territory where they come from, and then begun to measure their
swords. It is a curious lesson, Sir Kumagae, that I should today learn from you, to give
one’s name from under the knees of an enemy. Cut off my head and show it to your leader,
Yoshitsune. If Yoshitsune knows it not, show it to his brother Noriyori. If Noriyori knows
it not, show it to the prisoners of Heike you have taken in this battle. If the prisoners
know it not, then it is a head worth not knowing, throw it anon the salty grass of the
beach”.

Kumagae smiled and said, “It is well that you should be so learned in the arts of war but
I ask your name, not for my ambition but for the prayer that I may say for you, that I may
inform your family, that I was so unhappy to have you among my stain”.

Atsumori thought that he should never disclose himself but he thought of his mother and
said. “Sir Knight, I will not dissemble. My name is Atsumori, son of Sangi Tsunemori. I am
aged but sixteen. Of music and poetry I have learned much in my life, of war but little,
this is my first day of war”.

Kumagae said, “Sixteen! Then you are the same age with my son Naoyie, Alas! Why is
war? Are you then the gentle knight of whose youth and beauty we heard so often? Are
you then the knight, the Music of whose marvelous flute was wafted to our camp as we waited
for the midnight assault? Sir Knight, be at ease. At dawn this morning as I mounted first
into the breach of your castle, a terrific fight ensued. My son, aged sixteen, was with me.
Once in the fray he ran to me, his arm shot through with a deadly arrow and asked me to
draw it. I turned to him with a grim fatherly heart and said, ‘If it be a slight wound, why
call upon me? If it be a death wound, why not plunge to death the more? Respect the
Knighthood of Shinoto. Remember that you are a Samurai’. Naoyie shot me a sad smile
and on straight into the thickest of the fight he went and of him I have seen no more.
With honors and land shall 1 be laden in this campaign, but what will they avail, if on return-
ing to my province of Kumagae, the mother of Naoyie will ask of him, what shall I reply 2

“Sir Knight arise! Go back to your father and tell him that you had fought Kumagae of
Musashi, and that he too a father left you free”.

So saying Kumagae, stroke the dust off the armor of Atsumori, called his horse, helped
him to mount, and with a genial smile bode him a parting.

Alas the Genji warriors espied the fugitive, Hatakeyama, Wada, Ise all close upon the Heike
worrior. Atsumori returned again to his conqueror. “Sir Knight” said he to Kumagae,
“better it be that I should die by your hand, so kindly and true.”

Kumagae thoght and pondered {The Biwa here is most interesting}. “It is fate! It is
Kharma, the waters that mix without their own volition, the leaves that fall sooner or later
upon the same ground”.

Of his son he thought not, of his wife he thought not. The sadness of things he weighed
with his sword. Humanity? Why war and the trade of the bow and arrow? To throw
away the weapons would be to be nobody. To take up the weapons it is but sadness. To
take and not to take. — Woe are the weapons !

The head of Atsumori fell, and with it the dream of the warrior. Slowly he gathered the
remains. Slowly he tied the plunder of war, the red golden armor, the gilded helm. The
white steed of Atsumori on which he laid these spoils he led, as Chandak, the faithful groom
of Shiddhartha (Buddha) led back the white horse when the Lord went into the Himalayas.

A large black monk Rensho lived in Kurodani, under the great saint Honen, took he a great
vow. His mind was always toward the Heaven of the West, where Atsumori has gone before him.
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I (1) Ko Atsumori

(The little Atsumori)

a Biwa song

The bell of Gion (Jetvana Garden) tolls the message that all is Evanescent.

The flowers of Shara (The Shala tree under wich the Buddha died) show the Life is Death.

The noble is not to be long, the pleasure that prides itself on glory and success is but a
dream of a spring night.

Yet of all sadness, sad is the story of Atsumori.

Like a subtle jade, it was, the flute, the Han flute that he left in the Palace, the flute of
the Green Leaves, that he left behind.

He might have left it behind as others did their honour behind.

Yet as Atsumori thought, that to leave the Flute behind was a shame to the knights of
Heike, a shame to last forever as name of Heike and while he went back to recover the
Flute, all the vessels that were to take the warriors away (from the shore of Suma) had left
the strand.

As nothing else could be done, he bestrode his horse and along the beach he sought to
catch the vessels. ... {movement of the Biwa to show his gallopping along the beach}.

Of all the Heike boats, that which contained the return of Lord-Tadaaki was the last and
the Lord Tadaaki espied the solitary warrior on the beach. “Who is it” said he, “who alone
of the Heike Knights is left behind, who from the shore beckoned to our vessel ?”

Of the Samurai who guarded the vessel, Kagekiyo, the terrible, arose at the quest and lean-
ing on his white handed halberd (naginata) he looked shading his hand against the sunlight,
and said at last. “Why should such a thing happen? His armor, the coat of his horse is
all unmistakable. He is Atsumori, none else.”

Lord Tadanori heard this and commanded, “If he be Atsumori let our boat return to the
beach!”

The captain and the sailors respond, with mighty efforts, they turn the vessel backwards.
Alas! for three days the North West is blowing. The billows raise the pebbles at the bottom
to graze the stars. Yhei! Wo! They row, but the boat is hard to turn.

Atsumori on the the beach, saw this and with gladness charged his horse into the surge.
{The motion of the Biwa charges with the roar of the waves and the sudden charge into the
sea}

Kumagae Naozane, a redoubted warrior of the Eeast, who was commanded to lead the
charge against Heike, was angered against himself for he had not yet met a worthy knight of
the Heike to fight and vanquish. Seeing a Heike Knigt fleeing, he called to horse and best-
rode his black charger. {The Biwa again charges with ponderous movement indicative of the
heavy hoof of the Black warrior}

As he aproached, he cried, spreading his golden Fan with a grim invitation, “Sir Knight,
a princely Knight of the Heike, why shun a fight with me? I am Sir Kumagae, the banner-
chief of Shinots, the chief of the Knights of Musashi. If perchance you prefer to show your
back to me, I can offer an arrow to your Nakazashi (a part of the armor on the back where
the pension of the Knight is held.)

Atsumori though he was approaching the vessel of his friends, thought thus, “It is a shame
that the rusty arrow head of the Genji should touch his armor.” And waving his hand, out
of the sea, he led his horse, and stood again on the beach, and they closed in a terrible com-
bat. {Movement of the Biwa violent},

Atsumori though he fought hard, Kumagae thought him an easy prey. On the ground
they rolled, but Kumagaye held Atsumori fast. He removed his helmet and visor and beheld
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